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Russell Reetz was born on 7 October 1916 in St. Paul, Minnesota, and graduated 
from high school there in 1934.  After holding several jobs in the following years, 
including one at a German-language St. Paul newspaper, Die Volkszeitung, in 1940 
Russell joined the Naval Reserve. 
In January 1941 Russell's unit was activated and posted to the destroyer USS 
Ward (DD-139, later re-designated APD-16); the ship was stationed at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, and was the vessel which fired the first shot against the Japanese on 7 
December 1941, sinking a two-man submarine outside the harbor in the early 
morning hours before the main Japanese attack. 
Russell remained on the Ward until mid-1943; during this time the ship 
participated in numerous Pacific island invasions.  In July 1943 Russell was 
transferred to the Boat Pool at Noumea, New Caledonia, and in November of that 
year to shore duty at a supply depot off the island of Bougainville.  In November 
1944 Russell was transferred back the US and assigned to Treasure Island, by 
Oakland, California.  He was discharged in September 1945. 
During the war Russell was married (January 1943, wife Loretta).  After his 
discharge, Russell completed technical training in the refrigeration field, and held 
several jobs in this field during the 1950s and 1960s.  He subsequently worked 
more than 10 years at the Minnesota Waste Water Treatment Plant, retiring in 1981.  
In November 2000 he joined underwater explorer Robert Ballard in Hawaii on a 
search for the Japanese mini submarine sunk by the Ward in December 1941. 
 
At the time of this interview (September 2001) Russell and Loretta Reetz lived in St. 
Paul. 
 
Russell passed away in November 2004. 
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USS Ward (DD-139) Launched and commissioned in 1918.  Recommissioned 1941.  
Reclassified High Speed Transport APD-16, February 1943. 
Sunk by Japanese Kamikaze Attack off Leyte, Philippines, 7 December 1944. 
 
Photo source: official US Navy photo. 
From NavSource Naval History, http://www.navsource.org/  Accessed 31 Jan 2016. 
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USS Ward (APD-16) on fire after she was hit by a Japanese "Kamikaze" in Ormoc 
Bay, Leyte, Philippines, 7 December 1944.  She sank later in the day. 
 
Source: US National Archives photo 80-G-270773, a US Navy photo, now in the 
collections of the US National Archives. 
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Interview key: 
T = Thomas Saylor 
R = Russell Reetz 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
T: It’s the 8th of September 2001 and I’m pleased to be sitting here with Mr. Russell 
Reetz.  Mr. Reetz, first I want to thank you for setting aside time to talk to me today.  
I appreciate that very much.  Can you first tell me when and where you were born? 
 
R: I was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on October 7, 1916. 
 
T: You went to high school here in St. Paul? 
 
R: I went to Humbolt High School.  I graduated in 1934. 
 
T: That means you had a number of years before you actually joined the Navy. 
 
R: That’s right.  I graduated in 1934 and I joined the Navy in 1940. 
 
T: You joined the Reserves at first, right? 
 
R: I joined the Reserves, yes. 
 
T: Is there a reason you joined the Reserves and didn’t just go regular Navy? 
 
R: I was always interested in the Navy.  More so than the Army.   And the draft was 
coming up, so I wanted to be sure that I got into what I wanted.  That’s why I joined 
the Navy Reserves. 
 
T: Let me get this straight.  That means had a draft come, if you were already in the 
Naval Reserve, you’d go first to the Navy? 
 
R: That’s right.  That’s what happened here. I went in the Navy.  I didn’t register for 
the draft until I got out of the service. 
 
T: That explains it.  Ironically, one of the first questions I first ask people is what 
they were doing when they heard the news about Pearl Harbor.  In your case I think 
 
Gap in tape – dialogue begins at counter 63. 
 
R: They’d come back if they were needed. 
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T: When did you actually get to the [destroyer USS] Ward, [the ship you were 
stationed on]? 
 
R: We left [St. Paul] on the 23rd of January [1941].  We went to the Ward but we 
didn’t stay aboard the Ward.  We were assigned to the Ward but they still had some 
of the crew on that were refurbishing it, and so we stayed in the barracks in San 
Diego.  In the daytime we’d go aboard the Ward and do our work.  Then probably in 
two or three weeks we were transferred aboard the Ward. 
 
T: And then the ship was ready to sail. 
 
R: Just about, yes.  We had another three weeks where we had dock trials, trial runs, 
and a few other things that had to be done. 
 
T: You spent some weeks in San Diego then. 
 
R: That’s right.  About six weeks. 
 
T: From that point the Ward sailed right to Pearl Harbor? 
 
R: No.  We went up to the ammunition depot at Mare Island, California [by San 
Francisco], and took on ammunition.  Then we headed to Pearl.  [We arrived there] 
the first part of March.  It took us ten days to get there [from California].  We ran into 
a storm. 
 
T: A pretty bad one? 
 
R: Yes, it was.  When we got to Pearl Harbor we went into dry dock.  We sprung a 
couple plates in the bow of the ship. 
 
T: Small ship like that, a large storm.  What’s it like to go through a storm like that? 
 
R: It wasn’t fun.  I can remember I was in the fire room.  In the fire room we had 
working, it was the forward fire room.  They strung a lifeline from the stern of the 
ship to the bow that you could hang onto as you walked topside, so you didn’t wash 
overboard.  That would have been real easy.  I didn’t even bother to go topside 
because I had four [hours] on [duty] and four off, because some of the fellas couldn’t 
make it. 
 
T: Seasick, you mean? 
 
R: That’s right.  So I’d just crawl over in the other fire room.  There was a rag locker 
there, and I made myself a soft spot and I laid there.  I told them where I was going 
to be, so the next four hours they could come and get me.  We had sandwiches.  We 
ate sandwiches because the cooks couldn’t cook so well.  They couldn’t keep any 
water in the cookers. 
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T: Did you suffer from being seasick at all? 
 
(1, A, 117) 
 
R: No, I didn’t.  I’m fortunate, very fortunate.  Not one time.  The only time I came 
close to being seasick was when we took a trial run out of San Diego, and I was in the 
after compartment to help the mess cook cleaning up the chow.  I kind of got woozy, 
so I went topside.  I got fresh air, and I was all right.  That’s the closest I came. 
 
T: What’s it like being in a small ship with a bunch of guys that are seasick? 
 
R: They stayed in their bunks. 
 
T: Moaning and groaning? 
 
R: That’s right, they were.  Not only that, but they’d just lay there and roll with the 
ship, hanging on so they wouldn’t fall out of their bunks.  
 
T: Did you have bunks or hammocks? 
 
R: We had bunks. 
 
T: Training for you guys was pretty spotty before you hit the Ward, right? 
 
R: That’s right.  It was the boat club underneath the Robert Street bridge [in St. Paul] 
where we used to train. 
 
T: Did you have summer cruises or something like that? 
 
R:  Yes.  I didn’t make any of the summer cruises, but when I joined some of the 
crews in our area did.  But yes, they used to go to Chicago.  Great Lakes cruise. 
 
T: When you went to San Diego how old were you? 
 
R: Twenty-four. 
 
T: Was that the first time you’d been away from home, from St. Paul? 
 
R: No.  My grandfather had a brother that lived in Illinois, and our family went down 
to visit him once or twice. 
 
T: So you’d been other places before? 
 
R: Oh, yes. 
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T: How about some of the other guys.  Was it the first time for a lot of them? 
 
R: I don’t know, possibly.  I’m not sure. 
 
T: On board the Ward, was the crew all white or were there different ethnic, racial 
groups on board the ship? 
 
(1, A, 147) 
 
R: If I remember right, the officers’ crew were colored.  I can remember a mess 
attendant.  He was very unhappy.  He wanted to get out and up on the deck, but the 
officer in charge wouldn’t let him go.  Finally he left.  I don’t know where he’d been 
transferred from.  I don’t remember that.  I’m pretty sure the officers’ cook was 
colored. 
 
T: How would you estimate how many blacks were on the ship? 
 
R: Probably two or three. 
 
T: And they were doing what kind of work? 
 
R: They were taking care of the officers’ quarters.  They weren’t in the operations of 
the ship at all. 
 
T: Did the guys on ship have contact with the blacks guys? 
 
R: Oh, yes, very often.  One of them came with us from St. Paul. 
 
T: Was part of your Reserves? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Was it the same way on other ships, do you know, that blacks held certain jobs 
and not hold other jobs? 
 
R: Mostly at that time it was, yes.  Some of the ships had Filipino cooks. 
 
T: Was that doing basically the same kind of jobs? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Russell, once you got to Pearl Harbor, what kind of duty did the Ward have? 
 
R: When we’d be at sea, which was probably once a month, the [destroyers] the 
Allen, the Chew, the Schley were in our division.  Each one of us would take a week at 
a time, and we had a restricted area to the entrance of Pearl.  Two miles out from the 
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entrance of the channel and a mile each side of the channel was restricted.  We were 
to keep any fishing and pleasure craft out of that area.  Any ships that came into 
Pearl Harbor had to identify themselves to us, so we knew who generally was 
coming.  Submarines had to be on the surface—nothing was submerged.  Everything 
was on the surface.  That was our duty, to patrol that area. 
 
T: Was this a long-standing procedure of the Navy for coming into Pearl, or was this 
something that had been implemented just recently? 
 
R: No, that had been there for quite a while.  Until the tension started building up, 
and then I think they restricted it. 
 
T: Was there any discussion or rumors that something was probably going to 
happen? 
 
R: Well, when we first got out there, no, because we had port holes open [on the 
ship], and we could smoke topside at night, and lights were on.  Then all of a sudden 
we had to close the port holes.  The lights couldn’t be on.  You couldn’t smoke 
topside after dark.  So we figured something was happening, that it was getting 
tighter. 
 
(1, A, 199) 
 
T: When did that happen? 
 
R: In August [1941], I think. 
 
T: That sounds like a different level of security. 
 
R: Yes, I think it was.  
 
T: Did that change the kind of rumors that were flying around the ships? 
 
R: No, I don’t think so.  We all figured we wouldn’t get out [after one year].  It was 
supposed to be a year [of active duty] when we left, but I think we all knew we’d be 
there longer than a year.  Something’s going to happen, because we wouldn’t be 
called to duty if it wasn’t. 
 
T: Yours wasn’t the only destroyer pulled out of [mothballs from the Navy’s storage 
facility in San Diego known as] Red Lead Row, was it? 
 
R: No, definitely not.  The Chew, the Allen, and the Schley were all in Red Lead Row.  
I’m not positive about the Allen, but I imagine it would be.  The Allen was the oldest 
destroyer in the Navy at the time. 
 
T: Really?  So it was even built before the Ward? 
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R: Yes it was.  The Ward was constructed in 1918.  The Schley and Chew, I think, 
were built before, but I’m not positive.  The makeup was the same as ours. 
 
T: The Ward is pretty well known for its roll on the morning of December 7, 1941.  
Maybe you can say a bit about what happened, from your perspective. 
 
R: It more or less started about four o’clock in the morning.  I was on the twelve 
[midnight] to four watch in the fire room.  You always got relieved fifteen minutes 
before the hour.  I was topside and in the shower room when general quarters were 
sounded.  We got the message from the Condor that they had spotted a periscope.  
We went over where they were, but we couldn’t find any contact.  The periscope 
disappeared.  They don’t know where it went.  We could find no contact with our 
sound unit.  So I’d say about a quarter to five, we secured general quarters.  By that 
time I got down to the shower room again and got freshened up from being in the 
fire room.  That temperature down there was always pretty warm. 
 
T: Were you stoking engines down there? 
 
R: No.  They were oil burners.  The fire room was under pressure and the 
temperature was usually around a hundred degrees.  We were taking salt tablets.  
Then I went in the shower room and got cleaned up.  It was about five thirty, twenty 
minutes to six.  I wasn’t going to go downstairs to my bunk for an hour and then 
have to get up for breakfast, so I just stayed topside.  At six thirty they sounded 
general quarters again and this is when the action started. 
 
T: Now when general quarters are called, everyone has a specific duty. 
 
(1, A, 246) 
 
R: You have a job that you do, that you are assigned to at general quarters.  It doesn’t 
matter where you are.  If I was in the fire room at six o’clock or six thirty, when we 
sounded general quarters, a fella would come and relieve me, and I’d go up and get 
in my position.  That would be his position down there for general quarters.  You 
had a place to be.  We had gone through this a number of times in training when we 
were at sea. 
 
T: So general quarters is sounded again, and now it’s close to six o’clock, or later? 
 
R: It’s about six thirty.  And that’s where my general quarters station was, amidship 
with communications to the bridge.  I’m standing on the starboard side, and I see 
this conning tower start to come out of the water, and I looked over again and here 
there’s these two torpedoes.  I know they’re torpedoes now, but at that time I didn’t 
realize what they were because nobody knew what the Sam-hill was coming down.  
[Our] number one gun fired, and missed, because of the elevation—they were so 
close they couldn’t get the elevation right.  They shot over the top of it.  The number 
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three gun was up on the deckhouse, and they could get the elevation, and they fired.  
I would say I was probably fifty yards away when we saw the splash of the shell in 
the middle of the conning tower.  The submarine rolled to port and settled itself and 
went submerged.  As we went by it we were so close I thought we were going to get 
rammed.  We cleared the [submarine’s] conning tower by the time it went down.  
We did, and when we went over it we dropped four depth charges on it.  The skipper 
notified the tower what was happening.  They got a message back and they sent a 
message again.  Then all of a sudden the [Japanese] planes came over Pearl Harbor, 
and that was it. 
 
(1, A, 276) 
 
T: It was standard procedure to fire on a ship that submerged and didn’t identify 
itself? 
 
R: That’s right.  It was in restricted waters where it wasn’t supposed to be.  This 
thing was following the Antares.  We surmise it was following the Antares to get into 
the channel.  The Antares had a tow behind it, and they were coming in from 
maneuvers that the fleet had been in.  The fleet was ahead of them when they came 
back, and the Antares was heading into the channel at that time.  [The submarine] 
followed them into the channel so they’d get in there and do their damage inside the 
channel.  But the Antares saw the conning tower, and they notified the Ward also.  
We had a PBY [Catalina aircraft] that was flying over on patrol.  He dropped a smoke 
bomb.  Just as the smoke bomb hit the water is when the submarine started to come 
out of the water. 
 
T: Now that sub was fairly close to your ship.  It could have torpedoed your ship, 
couldn’t it? 
 
R: He could have any time he wanted to.  He could have.  But they were looking for 
bigger fish. 
 
T: The Ward was a small fish? 
 
R: That’s right and we would only be one ship.  He was looking to get inside the 
harbor.  That was their idea. 
 
T: And sinking the Ward outside the harbor would have been nothing, then.  Russell, 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor what duty or duties did the Ward have? 
 
R: The same thing.  [Stationed at Pearl Harbor] we would patrol the restricted area 
and then when they brought troop ships in, we would run the channel for them, 
propelling them so our screws were alongside of theirs, so they didn’t know which 
screws were which if there were any torpedoes out there.  We’d escort 
submarines—go out to the horizon at the break of day and the submarine would 
surface and we’d escort it into the harbor.  When the fleet came in, like after the 
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Battle of the Coral Sea, and they came back to Pearl, they would come in.  They all 
lined up in straight lines and headed for the channel.  The destroyers would come, 
that’s us.  Maybe some other destroyers out there, too.  We ran a regular path up and 
back, up and back, on each side of the fleet coming in.  Once again, if something were 
waiting out there, they wouldn’t know which ones they were picking up. 
 
T: So the duty was similar.  Was there a greater sense of urgency for the crew, for 
you, on board ship after Pearl Harbor? 
 
R: Yes, I think there was.  We knew we were there for a purpose, and that purpose 
came to the forefront.  We felt our duty was being of some value.  Can you imagine, 
wouldn’t you have liked to go to Pearl Harbor in October or November [1941], 
before the war started? 
 
T: That was a whole different world then, wasn’t it, before? 
 
R: Yes it was.  There were two hotels.  Three hotels, one downtown, and the Ala 
Moana and the Royal Hawaiian.  There were a lot of tourists, but it was expensive. 
Not the way it is today.  Not only that, but the Navy took over the Royal Hawaiian for 
the submarine crews for rest and recreation when they came off their patrol.  If 
there were any places left at the Royal Hawaiian, you could go out there.  I stayed at 
the Royal Hawaiian two or three times for twenty-five cents a night.  Twenty-five 
cents a night.  We still had restrictions—we had to be in at dark.  That was it, boy!  
Of course the busses at that time were a quarter, too.  You could ride all over the 
island for a quarter. 
 
T: Things have changed a lot in Hawaii haven’t they? 
 
R: We were there ten years before, and about twenty-two, twenty-three years ago.  
They changed tremendously since [the war years].  Maybe sixty or seventy dollars a 
night the first night when I stayed there [after the war]. 
 
T: On these patrols, Russell, and you were doing these regularly for about a year 
after Pearl, how many Japanese submarines were ever sighted? 
 
R: The one we sunk.  [Another] one went aground.  And one got into the channel, 
and a destroyer rammed it.  Those are the only three I know of.  There were five of 
them [altogether, though]. 
 
T: Of these midget submarines? 
 
R: In the 1960s they found one at the bottom of the bay.  Scuba divers were out 
there and they found it, and the Navy salvaged that and sent it back to Japan.  This is 
what I found out in November 2000, when I was there with National Geographic and 
the Ballard recovery project. 
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T: Were the two crew members still on this sub? 
 
R: That I don’t know.  We saw two bodies floating [in the channel some days after 
our incident with the sub].  We called the Coast Guard a week or ten days after Pearl.  
We called the Coast Guard and told them to pick up the bodies that were floating.  
The historian on the National Geographic mission questioned this as to the dress of 
the two bodies.  [I thought they had been wearing] coveralls.  “Yes,” he said, “that’s 
what they had—khaki coveralls.”  We thought they might have been the crew from 
the submarine we sunk. 
 
T: That or they were aviators whose planes had crashed on December 7. 
 
R: Either that, or [from the sub when it] broke apart. 
 
T: Russell, the Ward spent a year after Pearl Harbor doing this duty, and then was 
transformed in a way. 
 
R: We got the orders to go back to Bremerton, Washington, to be converted to what 
was called an APO.  We took out number one fire room and made troop quarters.  
We could handle about a hundred and fifty or sixty men [in there].  We took the 
liberty boats, or rail boats, and took them off and put Higgins boats on to carry 
troops to shore.  Then we were escorted.  We left Bremerton in February of 1943.  
Back out to Pearl, camouflaged.  Fired our new anti-aircraft guns the first time.  
Three inch 50 [calibers], they were.  We escorted the transport carrier out to 
Espiritu Santos, New Hebrides.  
 
T: The Ward is now doing very different kind of duty. 
 
(1, A, 370) 
 
R: Yes, really different.  We escorted.  We had convoy duty between Espiritu Santos, 
going to Guadalcanal.  A couple of times we were out there.  We stayed at 
Guadalcanal for a while.  When we were in the area out there one of the last big air 
raids that they had at Guadalcanal, it took place at the time. 
 
T: You were anchored at Guadalcanal? 
 
R: No, we were actually just back and forth.  We had duties up there.  We took troops 
from Guadalcanal up to Russell Island, which is a short way.  We’d pick them up just 
about sundown, and about midnight we’d enter the channel to Russell Island.  We 
would unload the troops, and we could hear the planes taking off from Munda to 
bomb Guadalcanal.  We were that close.  Then we’d get out of there, and go back 
down to Guadalcanal to debrief. 
 
T: When you were home, when you were back in Bremerton, you made a trip back to 
St. Paul.  Is that right? 
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R: Yes.  We got fifteen days leave from Bremerton to St. Paul.  It took three days to 
get here [to St. Paul] and three days to go back. 
 
T: Didn’t leave you much time in St. Paul. 
 
R: No it didn’t.  Nine days. 
 
T: You have some stories to tell about how you spent those nine days. 
 
R: I spent those nine days…  I got married.  I got back here the 30th of December 
[1942] at ten thirty at night.  My girlfriend at that time was working in Washington, 
D.C., for the Navy Department; she left St. Paul shortly after Pearl.  I got a letter to 
her, and told her I was coming back to the States, so she came back to St. Paul.  She 
got in a couple of hours before I did.  So we went down and got a marriage license.  
Had to go up to the judge, and he had to sign it.  We found out, this was on Saturday, 
the 31St, we found out the 2nd of January that we would be married at two o’clock in 
the afternoon.  She went back to Seattle with me.  My mother’s friend or somebody 
was a hospital administrator or something, and she went to work for him.  She 
stayed there a couple months I think, then she came to St. Paul to work with 
Northwest Airlines. 
 
T: What’s it like trying to put together a wedding in a couple of days? 
 
R: Really heck.  Tell you what, we didn’t have a good reception.  We didn’t have a 
great groom’s party.  No flowers or anything. 
 
T: That wasn’t uncommon, though, for guys to come home on leave and get married. 
 
R: Probably not. 
 
T: In any case, within a week or so, you were on a train back to Bremerton, 
Washington. 
 
R: The second crew left when we got back from our leave. 
 
T: They split the crew up, then? 
 
(1, A, 409) 
 
R: Fifty-fifty. 
 
T: You were part of the first group.  Were you guys well known by this time as the 
Ward crew?  People knew that you fired the first shot? 
 
R: In St. Paul they did. 
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T: So when you got back here was there kind of a welcoming committee? 
 
R: Down at the St. Paul Depot, the concourse down at the depot.  That place was full 
of people. 
 
T: What were they there for? 
 
R: To see us.  Everybody and their brother was down there.  Of course family and 
relations, and I suppose a lot of people who were curious. 
 
T: Had this been in the newspapers or something that you guys were coming? 
 
R: That I don’t know.  Probably was.  My mother saved all the papers about the 
action in the Pacific. 
 
T: Did you feel yourselves to be celebrities? 
 
R: I didn’t, no.  I was so glad to be home after all that while.  We left the 23rd of 
January [1941] and got back the 30th of December of 1942.  Two years.  Twenty-
three months. 
 
T: When you were going to go back again, how was it to say good-bye to your folks 
again and leave?  Was there a sense of foreboding? 
 
R: I didn’t like it, but it was a duty that had to be done.  Let’s go and get it over with. 
 
T: Was there for you a sense by this time of who the enemy was?  In what terms did 
you think of the Japanese? 
 
R: At that time I thought they were terrorists.  It was unthinkable with what they 
did, the surprise attack. 
 
T: How would you describe your feelings?  Were you more angry or mad or…? 
 
R: Definitely I would say I was angry, yes. 
 
T: Did that translate into a feeling to really want to stick with this, to defeat the 
Japanese, or was it really just to do your duty? 
 
R: I think it came together.  To sink the Japanese was part of your duty. 
 
T: How about other guys?  Do you think they were driven by this hatred of the 
Japanese or was it, “We’ve got a job to do, let’s do it”? 
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R: Yes.  I think it was, “We’ve got a job to do.  Let’s do it.”  They felt the same as I did.  
Nobody had any love for the Japanese at that time. 
 
T: Russell, you stayed with the Ward until the middle of 1943, is that right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: When you got back to the Ward, late January, early February of 43, was the duty 
pretty similar to what you described a few moments ago, transporting troops? 
 
R: Transporting troops.  Very much so, yes.  We did take some troops.  There was 
one island in the Hebrides group that they thought the Japanese had a lookout on.  
Cargo ships were being sunk by the Japanese.  They didn’t find anything, though.  
Then we took troops into Russell Island from Guadalcanal. 
 
T: Did you ship come under fire any of these times? 
 
R: No.  Not out of Guadalcanal, no. 
 
T: Did you come under fire other times? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Can you describe one of those situations? 
 
R: We had a big air raid.  I can remember that.  We were entering a channel and 
there was another destroyer, and these planes were going in between.  They had 
some cargo ships up there.  They had a tanker, an oil tanker, for refueling out there.  
That’s what [the Japanese] were after.  We shot down a couple of planes. 
 
T: They weren’t looking for you, as a destroyer? 
 
R: No.  That’s right. 
 
T: In the middle of 1943, you left the Ward and moved to a very different kind of 
work. 
 
R: That’s right.  Completely different.  I was transferred to the amphibious force on 
Elnou, New Caledonia, which at one time was a penal colony. 
 
T: That’s what it had been? 
 
R: Yes.  We had quite a base there.  Landing craft, and had gas for the motor pool and 
gasoline for the generators, so we could charge the batteries for the landing craft. 
 
T: Were there a lot of guys stationed doing stevedore work? 
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R: We had quite a few, yes.  It was very busy. 
 
T: What was life like at this place? 
 
R: It was more or less of a job.  Reveille was at seven, breakfast was at eight.  You 
had your muster, then you went about your work, and you had lunch.  You had your 
evening meal. 
 
T: It almost sounds like an eight to five job. 
 
R: Just about, yes. 
 
T: How was this adjustment for you?  Because from life on ship, this sounds very 
different. 
 
R: It was different.  A big adjustment, but you get used to it.  But I wasn’t too happy 
with it.  I would much rather have been on a ship. 
 
T: Really? 
 
R: Oh, definitely. 
 
T: Would you consider life on board ship at that time a little more dangerous than 
this? 
 
R: Oh, definitely, because this was a sub-station.  Admirals Nimitz and Halsey, I 
remember seeing both Nimitz and Halsey.  As a matter of fact I saw Harold Stassen 
[governor of Minnesota], who was an assistant to Admiral Nimitz. 
 
T: So people passing through, and some of them important people.  Would you say 
you liked this job or were anxious to move on? 
 
R: I was kind of hoping I could get aboard ship again.  I was a little anxious, yes.  
Then they sent me up to Bougainville, and I spent a year on a twelve-acre island.  
That wasn’t what I expected, or what I wanted.  Of course you didn’t do what you 
wanted when you were in the Navy.  You did what they told you to do. 
 
T: How was it to leave the Ward, where you still obviously knew a bunch of the 
guys? 
 
R: I was very disappointed.  But what could I do?  I saw the Ward up in Bougainville 
a couple times.  They were on escort duty. 
 
T: Were you able to see some of the guys then? 
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R: No, I didn’t get a chance.  Our folks from our pool were all busying unloading 
ships.  If there had been one available I could have gotten them to take me out there. 
 
T: The Ward wasn’t getting shore leave? 
 
R: No, they didn’t come ashore.  They didn’t get inside the harbor because there 
were some shallows. 
 
T: They drew too much water? 
 
R: Yes.  [The Ward drew] about nine feet of water.  It was [really shallow in the 
harbor]. 
 
T: Bigger ships obviously had no chance then. 
 
R: No. 
 
(1, A, 513) 
 
T: This Bougainville job, was this similar to what you had been doing before this? 
 
R: Very much so, yes. 
 
T: Larger place or smaller place?  As far as the number of personnel. 
 
R: It was smaller.  As a matter of fact, the first four, five weeks there, there were just 
five or six of us out there.  Just dug a foxhole, and that was our living quarters.  We 
didn’t have a cook.  The Marines had their rations on their island because they 
couldn’t get them across in time, so we just borrowed from the Marines.  But we 
wanted tea.  When the Marines left, the Army came and the same thing happened.  
Then we ate a lot better. 
 
T: Did the Army eat better than the Marines? 
 
R: They did.  The food we got was better than the Marines.  Then eventually, it was a 
couple of months maybe, they started sending [Navy] personnel.  Then we had 
cooks. 
 
T: People the Navy had brought in. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Which branch of the service was responsible for this island? 
 
R: The Marines took it first.  Then the Army came in and took it over, actually 
secured it. 
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T: So it was administered by the Army? 
 
R: At the end, after the Marines left, it was all Army. 
 
T: Now, Russell, twelve acres is not very big. 
 
R: No.  We couldn’t walk for exercise. 
 
T: Just do laps around the island, I guess, right? 
 
R: Yes.  (both laugh) 
 
T: What was a typical day like there, Russell? 
 
R: I’d get up at about five thirty in the morning and start the generators for the 
cooks, for their stoves.  Then they shared what they had.  After a while they brought 
in Quonset huts, and they put in a couple generators.  It was my job to start the 
generators in the morning and shut them down at sundown.  We dug a well, and 
they cracked the coral reef [when they did that], and there was a trace of salt water.  
Just a little tiny bit, not much.  Then they brought in some evaporators, and that was 
part of my job, too—to run the evaporators.  Fuel them each morning. 
 
T: How many Navy personnel did you finally have here? 
 
R: About a hundred. 
 
T: Still pretty small by comparison. 
 
R: By comparison.  All we did was take care of that one island. 
 
T: You guys had supplies that you were trans-shipping, things that came in and you 
then moved out? 
 
R: Yes.  They’d unload them.  The Army wanted to go up behind the Jap lines.  They’d 
contact our skipper and they would make arrangements, and we had our landing 
craft ready for it.  We’d take them up and drop them beyond the atoll.  Also, 
remember it would take two days to bring back a bunch of natives behind the 
Japanese lines.  They got on our side and they went down and picked them up and 
brought them into the base that the Army had down there. 
 
T: This twelve-acre island that you were on was part of a group to which 
Bougainville belonged? 
 
R: Yes. 
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T: You were there for a year.  Did guys working there kind of come and go?  Did you 
have a turnover of personnel? 
 
R: Not too much.  Of course, at the end, when they started to transfer the island to 
Australia, that’s when it started.  I think I was one of fifteen or twenty left. 
 
T: You were one of the first ones there and the last to leave. 
 
R: The last to leave.  The Australians took charge of the base. 
 
End of Side A.  Side B begins at counter 000. 
 
T: This island, was it jungle or just sand? 
 
R: It was sand and it was jungle, was what it was.  And there were Japs on it.  The 
Marines cleared them out.  Then we took over and the underbrush was pretty much 
cleared off.  Then after a while when we built the airfield on there, and we cut down 
all the palm trees that were on the island. 
 
T: So it was just sand? 
 
R: Planes could take off and went right over the island.  There was only half a dozen 
palm trees left around the officers club.  Everything else was right down to the 
ground. 
 
T: So the Seabees came in and built the airfield? 
 
R: That’s right.  Those guys were something else.  During the air raid all they would 
do is shut the light off on top of the crane, and they kept dragging coral. 
 
T: What were the rest of the guys doing at those times, the other Navy guys? 
 
R: I was in a foxhole. 
 
T: And they were out there working. 
 
R: Sure.  We didn’t get our Quonset huts built until the bombing stopped. 
 
T: How long, how many months was that? 
 
R: About four. 
 
T: So you had Japanese raids on your island? 
 
R: Oh, definitely.  We had over a hundred raids during the day.  And at night they 
used artillery fire, firing from the big island, from Bougainville Island. 
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T: So, how far were they firing? 
 
R: I don’t know really where they were coming from.  It’s a ways in to the island. 
 
T: You weren’t that far from the island of Bougainville itself. 
 
R: No, definitely not. 
 
T: These Japanese planes when they came over, were there a couple of a whole 
bunch? 
 
R: There were usually three or four at a time.  At night I don’t know.  We would get 
fighters up.  Our fighters would be up there. 
 
T: Where were they coming from? 
 
R: I can’t answer that.  I think they built the strip [on Bougainville] so they could get 
some planes in. 
 
T: That was a short strip though, wasn’t it? 
 
R: Yes.  It wasn’t full.  Just the fighters could go in.  Then they built another strip that 
the bombers could go in.  That was further inland.  I never did see that.  I didn’t get 
over there to Bougainville. 
 
T: Can you describe what it was like during one of these Japanese bombing raids? 
 
R: Scoot for the foxhole and hope that they don’t hit you.  One night, if they’d had one 
more bomb, it would have gone right in my foxhole.  They were dropping bombs one 
time, and we had the boat crew and a dump truck with oxygen, in cylinders.  Just 
brought in that afternoon.  They unloaded it.  The bomb hit that and there was a 
great fire.  Just like the middle of the day out there.  And if they’d had one more 
bomb that time, it would have dropped right on me, in the foxhole. 
 
T: What did you think about when you’re in this foxhole and the bombs are bombing 
overhead? 
 
R: Just stay there and hope it doesn’t hit you.  They also would hit a lot of our fuel, 
our gasoline, motor fuel, and diesel.  Drums were on the island.  They would hit that 
and it would get hot and shoot out, and explode. 
 
T: Did you take some casualties on the island from these raids from time to time? 
 
R: No.  The only casualties we took were from malaria. 
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T: Did you get malaria yourself? 
 
R: No.  Some other guys did, though. 
 
T: What are the symptoms for malaria? 
 
R: Shivers, cold, shakes, sweat. 
 
T: Were you given medication to help prevent that? 
 
R: Atabrine.  As a matter of fact, we didn’t have it at first when we were out there, 
but when you lined up to shower the pharmacists mate would stand in line and 
hand out tablets. 
 
T: Did you chew these things or swallow them? 
 
R: Just like a regular tablet. 
 
T: It sounds like you got some Quonset huts built because we were able to secure 
more of the area.  And that the Japanese air raids dropped off in number. 
 
R: Yes.  Because they had isolated everything.  [The Japanese] were getting no 
supplies or equipment.  So they had no material. 
 
T: You guys that were there had a pretty isolated existence.  How did you guys kill 
time when you weren’t working? 
 
(1, B, 104) 
 
R: There was always something to do during the daytime. 
 
T: I mean in the evening, though.  You had time off. 
 
R: We had movies.  We set up a screen.  I watched more movies in a week…  The 
weather was interesting.  You could see rain clouds out in the distance.  They’d be 
coming in.  Every night we’d get rain.  A lot of rain. 
 
T: During free time, do guys like to play cards or drink or what? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  The Marines were still on the island.  They brought in some developing 
fluid. 
 
T: Photo developing fluid? 
 
R: Yes.  Some Marines got a hold of a couple cases of it, and I guess they almost went 
blind by drinking it.  So they were shipped out to the hospital. 
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T: They drank that photo developing fluid? 
 
R: Yes.  They mixed it with grapefruit juice. 
 
T: That kind of experience suggests that alcohol wasn’t easy to get on your island? 
 
R: No, definitely not. 
 
T: Was it forbidden? 
 
R: No, it wasn’t forbidden, but there was no place to get it.  You couldn’t make raisin 
jack [liquor], because you couldn’t get the sugar.  Call the commissary, and they had 
to account for it.  But what they did do, they’d go out to the ships [anchored out 
there], talk to the pharmacist on the ship, and they could get some supplies.  Needed 
some alcohol, and get some supplies from the pharmacy, and the alcohol they’d 
keep. 
 
T: Rubbing alcohol? 
 
R: Then they got in with the cooks, and they got grapefruit juice. 
 
T: Now can you speak from experience of what this stuff tastes like? 
 
R: No.  Yes.  I can.  It was grapefruit juice.  I didn’t like grapefruit juice, so I didn’t 
drink much.  It was a hundred and eighty proof alcohol.  Some of those guys drank 
too much and they would play football by tackling the tree stumps. 
 
T: I’ll take your word for that.  (laughs) How about you?  Did you play cards or just 
sort of sit around and talk? 
 
R: We played cards.  There were poker games and blackjack.  We had a gambling 
tent.  Colored guys and officers cooks operated it. 
 
T: Did the Navy guys and the Army guys kind of keep to themselves? 
 
R: No.  There was no Army when we were there. 
 
T: You mentioned there were a couple black guys on the island. 
 
R: There were five of them.  Officers cook, and mess attendants. 
 
T: They all worked essentially the same area? 
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T: Yes, the same area.  They were up on the end of the island in their own area.  They 
didn’t come down.  They put a tent up with a screen around it.  That’s where the 
area was where they were living. 
 
T: Was there much mingling between the black guys and white guys. 
 
R: Oh, yes.  Some of the southern fellas, they didn’t have anything to do with them.  I 
can remember one guy.  “Down in Florida,” he says, “it’s open season on those 
people.” 
 
T: What about you? 
 
R: I had no problems whatsoever.  I went to school with some colored guys at 
Humboldt [High School in St. Paul.  It was pretty much camaraderie. 
 
T: When you played cards or went to the movies were the black guys invited? 
 
R: Sure. 
 
T: You pretty much accepted each other then? 
 
R: Pretty much so.  Yes. 
 
T: One thing you haven’t mentioned is whether you saw any women in uniform, like 
nurses or in other capacities. 
 
(1, B, 184) 
 
R: Yes, in New Caledonia I saw nurses.  Navy nurses.  When I had to go for an eye 
exam I saw them.  Other than that we saw the Red Cross.  I came back after I went to 
Bougainville and I came back to Russell Island, and transferred to Guadalcanal and 
headed home.  There were some on Guadalcanal.  You never saw too much of the 
nurses.  I wasn’t at Guadalcanal too long, coming back I was only there about five, six 
days.  Then I was shipped back to the States. 
 
T: You left this twelve acre island by Bougainville about November, is that right? 
 
R: Yes.  November of ‘44.  [When I left there] I didn’t know what I was going to.  I 
knew I was going back to the States for leave.  That’s what I was hoping I would get, 
because I hadn’t had any [since January 1943].  Of course I wasn’t the only one. 
 
T: Did you start to feel anxious to get back home, to see people again? 
 
R: Yes, I did.  Get back and see my wife. 
 
T: How did that impact you, being away so long?  How did you deal with it? 
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R: I don’t know.  I just had to put up with what I had.  I had a job to do, and I just kept 
doing it and doing it.  Eventually time ended up and there you go. 
 
T: That’s a very stoic way of looking at it. 
 
R: The worst part was [the journey] coming back.  I spent almost thirty days at sea.  
We ran out of food about a day and half before we got to Frisco, and we were eating 
hardtack.  Then when I got to San Francisco I checked in to the sailing station and 
they assigned us to quarters and gave us fifteen minutes to get our sea bags and 
hammocks stored away and come back to the office.  They sat you down and wrote 
up your information and you went on leave, and you didn’t have to come back that 
night.  The next day you had to come back, I think you had to be back by noon. 
 
T: You mentioned that this being away from this base for a long time, you just kind 
of stoically accepted it as part of your job. 
 
R: Yes, I accepted it.  Sure.  What can you do?  I mean, the Navy sent you there.  Your 
employer in a sense.  I enjoyed coming back.  I’d long for duty at Minneapolis airport 
or something like that.  Or at Great Lakes [by Chicago]. 
 
T: Were other guys as stoic as you? 
 
(1, B, 230) 
 
R: That I don’t know.  Probably not. 
 
T: When you found yourself on board ship or on the island in a difficult situation and 
you were being bombed by the Japanese or ship was precarious, were there guys 
who handled that better than others as far as nerves and stress? 
 
R: Yes, oh, yes. 
 
T: What did it take to handle a tough situation? 
 
R: It wasn’t quite as bad as when we were on the island, because we had nothing to 
fight back with.  Just dive for the foxhole and hope and pray that you didn’t get hit.  
There wasn’t anything you could do.  There was one ship I can remember.  One of 
the fifty caliber machine guns we had, I knew one of the guys who operated it.  We 
had two planes drop bombs on our ship, on each side.  He wasn’t able to move when 
he saw those two planes.  Froze to the gun.  They were close enough I could see a big 
grin on their faces as they went by. 
 
T: You could see the pilot? 
 
R: Oh, sure.  That close. 
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T: That was an instance where somebody just froze. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: How often did guys get affected by tough situations? 
 
R: One fella had, I don’t know what they call it, but he was sent to the hospital with a 
nervous breakdown.  Combat stress. 
 
T: Was that on the island or aboard ship? 
 
R: Aboard ship.  The only ones who got shipped off the island were the ones who 
had malaria real bad.  They were shipped from our island over to the big island to 
Bougainville, to the field hospital there.  Sometimes they’d come back and 
sometimes they didn’t. 
 
T: Depending upon how bad it was.  You got back to the States, and by this time it’s 
the end of 1944.  And again you head for a different kind of duty. 
 
(1, B, 265) 
 
R: Yes.  It’s just like going to another job.  You have to learn all over. 
 
T: Third time for you now, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Where were you headed this time? 
 
R: This time I was at Pre Comm Training Center.  It was at Treasure Island [by San 
Francisco].  We called it TI.  It’s a Navy staging base.  I would set up a crew.  I had 
charge of this fella, that fella, and that fella.  I kept adding to it.  I would see that they 
go to firefighting school, sound school, radar school, things like that.  Each morning I 
had muster, and then they came back and I had muster at night.  If they were going 
on liberty they would get their passes.  Come back in the morning and muster them 
and continue.  I had most of the crew built up for the ship.  They assigned officers to 
it.  They would be transferred through me to Pre Comm Training Center to the 
officer of the section where they would be responsible for. 
 
T: When you got stateside duty, this was the beginning of 1945.  Things in the Pacific 
were still going full speed ahead. 
 
R: That’s right.  They had plenty to do. 
 
T: Were you surprised to get stateside duty? 
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R: No, not exactly.  I think I more or less deserved it.  I was overseas.  When we came 
back, we hadn’t been in the States more than ninety days since we left in early 1941.  
I was overseas from January 41 until 44.  I don’t say I deserved it, but I was sure 
eligible for stateside duty for the time. 
 
T: Had you built up enough points to earn your stateside duty? 
 
R: When I got ready for discharge you had to have points.  I had enough points for 
two people to be discharged. 
 
T: Were you happy to be on stateside duty? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  You didn’t have the stress or the worry about, what’s going to happen in 
the next five minutes or ten minutes, or the next morning.  This was strictly an eight 
to five job.  You left at five o’clock.  One night a week you had the duty. 
 
T: So even more so than the previous job on that small island, this was really eight to 
five. 
 
R: Yes.  I found out when I was assigned shore duty out there and I sent for my wife 
to come out. 
 
T: You were married two years by now, right? 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Was your wife able to find work out there? 
 
R: Oh, yes.  As a matter of fact, she had to.  She was working with the airlines.  She 
had a job that had something to do with the government, and she took a transfer. 
 
T: She was fortunate.  It sounds like from the situation that you’d been in a year 
before that things were really working out well for you now. 
 
R: I started to see the light now. 
 
T: Speaking of seeing the light, was there a feeling at that time, early 1945, that the 
war in the Pacific was, that we were going to win it? 
 
R: Yes, I’d say 1945 was probably the first year that we had thought that way.  It 
seemed that more every day.  After all the sea battles and ships [the Japanese] had 
lost, we had taken these islands [in the Pacific] one after another.  There was a 
feeling that, it’s just a matter of time.  The atomic bomb was dropped in August 
[1945]. 
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T: That was August, right.  When you were overseas, Russell, you were gone for a 
couple of years after you were married.  How did you stay in touch with family and 
loved ones back home? 
 
R: Letters. 
 
T: Was there regular service, mail service? 
 
R: Yes.  We got mail service.  Not right away when we first went up, but I would say 
after six weeks.  We were restricted in what we could say.  We couldn’t tell them 
where we were.  I was fortunate—[my wife] had a cousin that was in the Army, and 
the position he was in, he published the paper on Bougainville.  I didn’t know this.  I 
wrote back home and I said, “I saw Richard the other day.”  The next letter I got she 
said, “You’re on Bougainville.”  She knew where he was. 
 
T: Were the letters that you got censored, or just the ones you sent? 
 
R: No, just the ones I sent. 
 
T: So they weren’t reading your incoming mail. 
 
R: No.  Just going out. 
 
T: How often did you get mail? 
 
(1, B, 337) 
 
R: Maybe two, three times a week.  They were good about that. 
 
T: Was it better getting mail to be on ship, or on land?  I mean as far as how regular 
it was. 
 
R: It depends.  That’s pretty hard to say.  When you’re on land you were stationary.  
When you’re aboard ship you’re at sea maybe for two weeks, and when you got into 
port your mail would be there. 
 
T: A whole bunch of it. 
 
R: Yes.  It didn’t come one letter at a time.  I got a letter telling me my grandmother 
died.  The next letter I got they told me she was sick. 
 
T: So mail didn’t come in order. 
 
R: No. 
 
T: How important was mail for guys? 
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R: I think mail was very important, especially on that island.  There was nothing 
there.  I never saw a USO act or any of those entertainers that went overseas.  I 
never saw one.  Never came up that far. 
 
T: Could you tell when guys were getting good news or bad news? 
 
R: Yes, I suppose you could.  They’d talk about it.  The last three or four months I 
was on the island, they gave me a fella that was from the mountains in Tennessee or 
something.  He couldn’t read or write, so I used to write letters for him.  And then I’d 
read his mail to him.  I used to write letters for him.  He could read a little bit, but 
some of the words he couldn’t say. 
 
T: Did he feel embarrassed by that, do you think? 
 
R: I don’t think so.  We got along real well.  He was a good old guy.  A youngster.  He 
was probably eighteen or nineteen. 
 
T: He was illiterate—how did he get into the service? 
 
R: That I don’t know.  Of course, back then they would take about anybody, I guess. 
 
T: By that time this fellow was quite a bit younger than you. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: Did these younger guys see you as kind of a big brother, or an older figure.  You 
were an experienced guy, too—you’d been in the Navy a number of years and were 
close to thirty years old. 
 
R: I don’t know.  I never had that feeling.  I still didn’t have it when I got out of the 
service.  I was working, and I remember I had a kid working with me that was 
seventeen, eighteen.  I made sure that he knew what I was doing, and how I did it, 
and why I did it.  That’s how he had to learn. 
 
T: Russell, you were stateside when President Roosevelt died in April 1945.  That 
make much of an impact on you? 
 
R: Yes, we didn’t know what was going to happen.  “Now what’s going to happen?”  
But actually, I don’t think he just knew what was going on.  He didn’t make any 
suggestions, any orders.  That was left up to MacArthur and Nimitz and Halsey and 
all those people.  And Eisenhower [in Europe]. 
 
T: How did people around you react when the president died?  Was there a great 
outpouring of sympathy that you remember? 
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R: I can’t answer that.  I don’t remember. 
 
T: Was there much more of a reaction or response on V-E Day, on May 8, 1945, when 
the Germans surrendered? 
 
R: Yes.  Now the concentration would be on our war.  We figured we’d get more 
material.  We don’t have to share with the war over in Germany, or Europe. 
 
T: So for the invasion of Japan, which was now scheduled, there would be more men 
and material. 
 
R: Yes.  It would come that much quicker.  Little did we realize that they would drop 
the atomic bomb.  That was Truman that ordered that. 
 
T: Which quickly led to V-J Day, on August 15, 1945.  What do you remember about 
that? 
 
R: I had master of arms duty at the barracks that night.  The barracks was practically 
empty—everybody was in town.  Then they got kind of out of hand in town, so they 
cancelled liberty and started sending everybody back to ships.  No liberty.  I got off 
duty.  My tour of duty was up and I got relieved.  Just after I left the base, they 
cancelled liberty.  They called all the sailors back to the base.  I didn’t hear the radio 
report.  I didn’t hear it, and so I didn’t go back until the next morning, when I was 
supposed to come back.  I was in Oakland. 
 
(1, B, 407) 
 
T: What was happening in Oakland? 
 
R: I don’t know—all the activity was in San Francisco.  In Frisco they just went crazy. 
 
T: You know this from guys that were there? 
 
R: The newspaper reports.  And some stories. 
 
T: So you got to Oakland, and you and your wife had a place there.  Were there 
places to celebrate in Oakland? 
 
R: I imagine there were, but I didn’t get there until the next morning.  The big 
celebration was all over. 
 
T: So what did V-J Day mean for you? 
 
R: At last!  At last!  Now we get this thing over with and go back, to start life again. 
 
T: By 1945, how old were you now? 
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R: Twenty-nine. 
 
T: You were quite a bit older than some of these young kids now. 
 
R: There were only two people there that were older than I was.  One was in San 
Diego, that was Ray Nolde, and he’s about three months older than I am. 
 
T: At last.  So the war with Japan is over.  The atomic bomb played a large role in 
getting the Japanese surrender.  When you heard the news about the atomic bomb, 
how did you feel about that? 
 
R: If I can remember right, I thought, “Well, this is something that’s going to hasten 
this thing up.  Hurry this thing up.”  We don’t have to go into Japan for it.  The second 
bomb finished them off. 
 
T: When you look back now, we know more information about radioactivity and all 
this, was it still the right thing to do? 
 
R: To bomb Japan? 
 
T: Yes. 
 
R: I don’t know.  But I know this—when you have a tiger by the tail and you don’t 
know what to do with it but you’ve got it by the tail, you don’t let go.  Probably 
wasn’t the thing to do, but at the time… but hindsight is always better than foresight.  
At the time we thought it was the best thing to do to get this thing over with.  Japan 
wasn’t thinking about surrendering, and they knew that if they went in to invade 
Japan the toll was going to be tremendous. 
 
T: This was coming right on the heels of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 
 
R: Yes. 
 
T: When were you discharged, Russell? 
 
R: September 7, 1945. 
 
T: After V-J Day you were pretty quickly out of the service. 
 
R: Oh, yes, definitely. 
 
T: Anxiously awaiting the day of your discharge? 
 
R: Yes.  I came back to Wold-Chamberlain Field [in Minneapolis], to the Navy base, to 
be discharged. 
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T: That was your choice? 
 
R: Yes.  I didn’t want to stay out in California.  I just didn’t feel right. 
 
T: You and your wife came back together? 
 
R: No.  She came back first, because I knew I was coming back and I hadn’t gotten my 
orders to come back yet.  We packed her up and she came back on the train.  Then I 
came back. 
 
T: What was your initial reaction to being a civilian again, and back in St. Paul? 
 
R: I had to learn all over again.  I did my own thinking, more or less.  Made my own 
decisions. 
 
T: Was that a good thing or a bad thing? 
 
R: For me it was a good thing.  After a little bit of a rough start things started to get 
better. 
 
T: How was it to see your folks again and your old friends? 
 
R: It was great.  It was great to get back. 
 
T: What was the hardest thing about the readjustment process?  Being a civilian 
again? 
 
R: I can’t think of anything.  [When I came back] I went to Dunwoody [Technical 
Institute in Minneapolis].  I got ninety dollars a month from Uncle Sam for going to 
school.  We found an apartment for fifty-two [dollars] fifty [cents rent per month].  
We ate a lot of spaghetti and spaghetti.  It got better after a little while.  I have to 
give my wife credit.  She could manage. 
 
(1, B, 473) 
 
T: What was the easiest thing with readjustment? 
 
R: Oh, golly.  Why do you ask these questions? 
 
T: To make you think!  (both laugh) 
 
R: I suppose seeing my family.  My wife being there at home every night.  Your social 
life gets back gradually. 
 
T: There were some guys that hadn’t been in the service, or were only stateside? 
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R: Yes, that’s right.  I had a couple friends that were out at Fort Snelling [in 
Minneapolis] the whole war. 
 
T: Did you feel any resentment toward guys who hadn’t been in the service or who 
hadn’t left the States? 
 
R: No, it didn’t bother me.  They were just lucky.  They didn’t have this to talk about. 
 
T: That’s right!  (both laugh) What did the war mean for you personally, Russell, at 
the time?  When you were actually in it. 
 
R: Get the situation straightened up in some of these countries.  You can keep the 
lifestyle we had, and ease the tension, and ensure a better lifestyle for the young. 
 
T: You’re saying that it was more than “I’m just doing my job.”  There was a real 
purpose there. 
 
R: That’s right.  It was necessary.  Japan had been active over in Asia there at least 
for a year [before Pearl Harbor].  They were taking this over and that over.  Look 
when they took the Philippines over—the Death March.  They were barbarians.  I 
didn’t want to live under Tojo and the way they forced people to live. 
 
T: How do you look back on it now, fifty-six years since the war ended?  You’ve been 
out of the Navy for fifty-six years.  How do you look back on the war now as far as 
what it meant? 
 
R: Straightened out these countries that wanted to rule the world. 
 
T: Did we do the right thing? 
 
R: I think so.  I think so, because I didn’t have to change my lifestyle. 
 
T: Can I ask you to share one personal memory or good story that you have about 
the war time? 
 
R: Before the war I was a mess cook, and we had three tables in the after crews 
quarters, and a number of tables were mine.  My job was setting tables family style, 
and I had about twelve people that I had to go up to the galley and get food for and 
bring it down for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Also we had a fella, one of us, master 
at arms.  He was in charge of the after quarters.  He had inspection.  After the 
executive officer came down to inspect their quarters, see that they were clean, the 
executive officer came down one time, unannounced.  Here the master at arms of the 
after compartment and the other mess cook and I were playing poker.  And I guess 
you know that didn’t sit too well with the exec.  We got a chewing out, but it was 
forgotten after a while.  Everything was okay then. 
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T: That’s a good story.  Let me thank you for this interview here. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
